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“GLORIOUS IMPOSSIBLE”
MATTHEW 1:18-25; 2:1-2
DECEMBER 23, 2007 – SUNDAY 11:00 AM – DR. JACK GRAHAM 
I think that’s one of my favorite new Christmas carols or songs! And it is one of the signature songs on our latest Prestonwood Choir Christmas album which is WE BELIEVE. As a matter of fact there is a national television special on WE BELIEVE ah… that is spreading across the nation right now. Maybe you saw it here locally on channel 8 at 6AM to 7AM this morning. And we’re so grateful for the music and the message of Christ and of Christmas. 

I want to speak to you on the subject “The Glorious Impossible.” It is the story of Jesus. And the story of Jesus is so filled with wonder and praise and adoration. We must never lose the wonder of the miracle faith of Jesus Christ… with childlike faith and wonder. And if you have seen a child bounding down the steps at Christmas ah… to receive his gifts, you know something of the wonder and the joy and excitement of that. Then you should never lose the wonder of childlike faith. Jesus said unless you become like a child and be converted, you will never see the kingdom of God. 

And there is a sense of wonder that energizes life. If you lose the sense of wonder… of childlike faith, then you have lost more than you could possibly afford to lose. G. K. Chesterson… Chesterton said, “I have learned more about life by observing children in the nursery than by reflecting on the writings on philosophers.” You can learn so much from children. And one of the things that we learn is that wonder of the miracle of life and the joy of living. 

But so often we substitute as we get older the wonders for things that we hold in our hands. Rodney Zachariah said, “We enjoy more sophisticated toys than ever before, yet each toy has a shorter thrill span than the previous one.” When wonder ceases, boredom and emptiness begin to stalk existence. So many people are bored out of their minds today because they have lost the sense of wonder and joy and worship that is found in the simple and yet supernatural story of Jesus. 

The glorious impossible! When the angel said to Mary you will bring forth a child that will save the world, she said, “How can these things be?” The angel said, “With man, impossible; but with God all things are possible.” The glorious impossible! 

And in Matthew, chapter 1… if you will take your Bibles… our text beginning at verse 18 describes this One who has made the impossible possible. It is the story of God who became a Man; it’s the story of Jesus. And we’re going to take our text from verses 18 right on through the first two verses of Matthew chapter 2. And when we read these verses we are going to meet Christ with three titles as He is given names. There are over 300 names in the Scripture describing our Lord. But there are three specific names that I believe demonstrate just how gloriously impossible the story is, and yet how it is made possible because of what Christ has done for us. Beginning in verse 18:

18) Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way: When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit. 19) And her husband Joseph, being a just man, and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20) But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21) “She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22) All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23) “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which means “God with us”.  24)  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. He took his wife, 25) but he knew her not until she had given birth to a Son. And he called His name Jesus.

[Chapter 2, verse 1]

1) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2) saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?”

Three names: Jesus, Immanuel, King. Three names which describe the glorious impossible! 

It’s almost impossible for me to describe His truth to you. But I’m not alone. Anyone who has stood in my place or endeavored to speak of Jesus and the story of His grace and power that has come down to us has felt the same thing. Perhaps the greatest preacher of… in history, the nineteenth century preacher and theologian Charles Spurgeon said this: “I know my words cannot honor Him according to His merits. I wish they could. Indeed, I grow less and less satisfied with my thoughts and language concerning Him. He is too glorious for my feeble language to describe Him. If I could speak with the tongues of angels, I could not speak worthily of Him. If I could borrow all the harmonies of heaven, and enlist every harp and song of the glorified, yet were not the music sweet enough for His praises.”

I feel the same way this morning. But I want to endeavor to speak to you of this glorious impossible… the glorious impossible who is Savior. Verse 21 says, “You shall call His name Jesus… Jesus… Jeshua… Joshua; the name which means Yah…  “Yahweh saves” or “Jehovah saves”, “God will save… God will save us from our sins!” That’s the very name of Jesus. It is His saving name. 

We don’t have to wonder as to why Jesus did what He did… why He came to earth. He said in the Gospel of Luke [Luke 19:10], “I’ve come to seek and to save that which is lost.” The angels announced [Luke 2:11], “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Ah… those in Samaria said of Him, He is, indeed, the Savior of the world.” The Apostle Paul called Him “God, our Savior.” Jesus comes to provide salvation.

Now salvation is a word which is common even in our own contemporary culture. Just this past week I was watching television as a father and two of his children were lost in the northern snow-crested mountains of northern California. And, of course, the family was in great fear that they would be lost. A storm ah… was moving in, the rescuers only had a few more hours to find this dad and his children. And the dad and the children had been waiting, of course, for someone to come and rescue them, and the family back home were… were in tears and fears concerning their… their… their fate. And then the word came, a telephone call. It was actually ah… recovered by the news media. On that call they said, “We have found them! We have rescued them!” And the celebration and the joy! 

None of us, of course, will ever forget that day that has marked our history in the twenty-first century and that is September the eleventh in 2001. And we were amazed as those firefighters and… and others rushed into buildings to rescue… to save those who are perishing. And so it is the same kind of word that is used to describe Jesus and His mission of salvation. Because Jesus came on a “seek and search” mission, a mission to rescue us! 

How is it possible for a person to be saved? It is impossible for us to save ourselves! We cannot pull ourselves by our… up by our own spiritual bootstraps! There is nothing that we can do to merit the love and the grace and the favor and the forgiveness of God! No amount of promises, or chances to do better. We cannot save ourselves! We are helpless to save ourselves! 

And what distinguishes the Christian faith from all of the world religions is that God in Christ came, reconciling, rescuing the world unto Himself. He came to be our Savior. All of us have sinned and broken God’s commandments. And our sins separate us eternally from God! But Jesus bridged the gap that existed between a holy God and sinful man! And on this mission of mercy, He came to earth, and therefore, He is the cure for the common sin! And He has made it possible for us to be saved. A Savior is born! And He was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. He came to earth, that we might go to heaven! He was born that we could be born again! This is Jesus! Our God who saves! 

Think about it. In the few moments that you’ve been listening to this message 900 babies have been born on planet earth. Three hundred and fifty thousand babies a day arrive. Fifteen thousand per hour, two hundred and forty-five per minute. Babies have been born day after day, hour after hour, minute after minute since the dawn of creation! But of all the babies born, only One is born to save and His name is Jesus! Only One who made it possible for us to have eternal life! Only One glorious Savior! He made the impossible possible! He is the glorious impossible because He is our Savior!

Of all the babies born, this one uniquely was prophesied and prepared to die. And yet He rose again to be our Savior and our Lord, to save us from our sin and the consequences of sin! Not only does He save us from the grip and the damage of sin in our lives and the bondage of sin, but He saves us from the eternal consequences of sin. And that is the ultimate need that we have for a Savior. Apart from Him, we are facing a sure and certain judgment! Apart from Jesus the Savior there is nothing but death! But because of what Jesus has done for us He turns our despair into hope and our sorrow and our sadness into joy, and our fear into peace! The glorious impossible! What we could not do for ourselves, He has done for us. 

Here’s the way the Scripture puts it in Titus 3:4 to 7: 4) For when God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, 5) He saved us, not because of the righteous things that we have done, but because of His mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. 6) He generously poured out the spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. 7) And because of His grace He has declared us righteous and given us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.e waH

Sin destroys, but the Savior gives life. We are saved. And the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son… that blood that was coursing through the baby’s veins was the blood of God, the precious blood of Jesus. And it was by His stripes that we are healed, by His blood that we are saved and forgiven. 

In the Old Testament the Jewish people would gather on the Day of Atonement and the high priest would take two goats selectively for this moment of ceremony and signature of the Jewish faith, the Day of Atonement. And the priest would take his hands and place those hands upon the head of one of those goats. And in effect laid upon the head of that animal the sins of the people, symbolizing the sins of the people laid upon the head of that animal. And then that goat would be slain… slaughtered, and the blood poured out as a sacrifice upon the altar. And then the people would cry out, “on this day let our sins be covered.” And then the high priest would take the other goat… the scapegoat and carry that goat out into the wilderness, symbolizing the way God carries our sins away, and there he would leave the goat to go away and carry with it the sins of the people of Israel. 

But with all the sacrifice of bulls and goats and slain lambs, when Jesus came, Mary’s little Lamb, took our sins upon Himself. God laid upon… upon Him all of our sins, and He carried our sins away! The very word forgiveness means to carry away! The psalmist said [Psalm 103:12], “He has carried our sins away as far as the east is from the west.” How far is the east from the west? That’s infinity! He has carried our sins into infinity… into eternity! The same word forgiveness means to cancel a debt. Jesus paid a debt that He did not owe because we owed a debt that we could not pay. He is the glorious impossible! Jesus… Savior! 

But not only is the… the glorious impossible Savior Jesus, He is Immanuel! For we’re told in verse 23 that: “a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and they shall call His name Immanuel, which means “God with us”. God is now personally and permanently with us… our Immanuel. 

In the Old Testament God revealed Himself in the tabernacle and in the temple. His presence would show up with glorious power at specific times, sovereign times. God’s Spirit would move in certain ways at certain times among some people. And though God’s presence was everywhere at all times, and all ages, in the unique sense in which Christ was born, when God became a Man, His presence… Immanuel is now forever and fully and finally with us. God was first in Book… revealed in a Book, but now in a body! First in a leaf on a page, but now a life in Jesus! And He is personally and permanently with us, and therefore, He has shared our sorrows and carried away our sins and our grieves. He is touched with our hurts and our pains. He suffered all that humanity would suffer. 

We’re told that He was born of a virgin. That is the prophecy given in Isaiah chapter 7 and repeated here. The virgin birth is a necessity if God is to become a Man. This is the sign of His deity. He came from heaven to earth through the portals of a virgin’s womb. And He is not the product of man, but rather the holy Son of God. And this child that is born is fully human and fully divine. Both God and Man. No wonder the Apostle Paul who never lost the wonder, said [1 Timothy 3:16], “Great is the mystery of godliness; that God was manifest in the flesh.” How can this be? This is the miracle of God!

[John 1:1-3;14]“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God, and all things were made by Him, and without any… without Him was not anything made that was made. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Eternal God became a temporal Man… 100 percent God and 100 percent Man. 

Not half God and half Man; not all Man and no God, or all God and no Man. But the God-Man! As Jess Moody put it, “Just as much God as if He were not man at all and just as much Man as if He were not God at all!” This is the glorious impossible. And it is the virgin birth of Jesus that demonstrates His deity; that He is a supernatural Savior, that the infinite became incarnate; the infinite became an infant. And eternal God stepped into the body of a baby and ultimately a man who wept as we weep; who was tempted and tested and tried even as we are tempted and tested and tried. And in this tremendous drama of salvation, God is revealed to us. Jesus said [John 14:9], “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen God… you’ve seen the Father.” This is the glorious impossible. This is the one who is Immanuel. 

I told you in the past that the most repeated promise of the Bible is I am with you, I am with you, I am with you! And God is with us now and forever! The glorious impossible: our Immanuel!

But there’s another title… name given to our Lord in this passage. The glorious impossible is Savior… He’s Jesus our Savior; the glorious impossible is Immanuel, our Indweller and uniter with God. But the glorious impossible is King. The wise men wondered as they sought to worship Him, “Where is He who is born a King?” 

Jesus was born a King! He is Lord of life and Lord of all! Christ is King yesterday, today and forever! Even at His birth in all of it’s simplicity and humility, He was worshiped as a King. Humble shepherds came and bowed down before Him in His manger throne. Wise men came, seeking Him from the East to pay homage and to express their allegiance and to bring gifts that were worthy of a King. Angelic choirs… these celestial minstrels praised Him in the heavenlies as a King. The King is born! 

And the cruel maniacal King Herod somehow knew in his murderous threatening ways that the one who was born would rival all the kingdoms including his own puppet kingdom. He was a fraud, this man Herod. He was a puppet king of Rome who had really no authority or power. 

But Jesus came, this King who was born to reign and rule in the hearts of men and women! This is the kind of kingdom that He brings. He said, “My kingdom is within you.” And when He spoke, He spoke with the authority of a King, a monarch! And King Jesus demands our allegiance and our devotion to Him. And if you don’t understand the fact that Jesus as a King… that He is a King now and forever, you have missed the whole point of who Jesus is! 

And at this Christmas season it is not enough just to… to rally around the Christmas tree and to give gifts and to… to remember the Baby Jesus; this Babe who is born, is born the King! And if you miss that, you have missed life. You have missed the kingdom of God. He is to be the undisputed, unrivaled King of our hearts! Not only our Immanuel, the Indweller, God within us, not only Savior, but He is Ruler of life. 

Don’t reject the King. Unfortunately for too many the throne of their own life will not welcome the King. H. G. Wells, the noted historian who wrote that famed outline of history, said this: “Is there any wonder that to this day, this Galilean is too much for our small hearts.” But the King was born a Babe and lived a life of humanity and died and rose again so that the eternal God could live in our hearts! 

Does Jesus reign in you? Have you bowed your knee to the King of kings and the Lord of lords? You may have said, “I believe in Jesus.” You may have said, “I believe in Christmas.” You may have joined the church, but have you bowed the knee in your life and surrendered your life to Jesus the King? Because if you haven’t… if you haven’t surrendered your life and given the King control of your life… if you haven’t been willing to turn your life over, trusting Him to be the Master Controller of your life… if you’ve never surrendered to Him, then you are totally lost! Totally lost! And one day will be banished forever from the King and His kingdom. Have you received the King? Is He reigning in you? 

This B… this same Bible that tells us that Jesus came, and born in a Bethlehem manger… laid in a manger, that this King is coming again. Yes, He is! But not this time in humility, but in great honor and glory and power and authority! The King is coming! And in case you’ve been wondering about where He is and when He’s going to come, and maybe it looks like that things are getting worse and worse, and is Jesus really going to come and straighten things out? Well just listen to the words of Scriptures in 1 Timothy chapter 6, verse 14: “To keep the commandment unstained and free from the reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ (watch this) which He will display at the proper time. He who is the blessed and only sovereign, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Who alone has immortality who dwells in unapproachable life? To Him be honor and glory and dominion.” He is the king and He’s coming again!

Woodrow Wilson, a great president of the United States, once said, “I would rather temporarily fail with a cause that will ultimately succeed than to temporarily succeed with a cause that will ultimately fail.” And some people look at the Christian faith, and even our King Jesus, and say His cause has failed or is failing. But one day in His own time He will personally, visibly, victoriously come again as King of kings and Lord of lords, and to rule and reign forever and ever and ever. Hallelujah!

Several years ago Deb and I received an invitation in the mail to attend the inauguration of the president of the United States. Now we don’t have coronations in America… we have inauguration, but it’s the closest thing to a coronation with all the pomp and the circumstance, and the Americana, and the celebration, and the… and the coronation of a world leader, our American president. Now you don’t just show up in Washington and expect to do much at the inauguration. You must be invited, and you’re given tickets. And when we received our invitation, of course, we took every advantage of that and we went and we celebrated America and our new president, and had the opportunity just to be at the party to celebrate. 

Some of you have had that same privilege, or maybe ah… you’ve been to the celebration of a governor or someone of… of great political stature. Maybe you’ve been to the coronation of a king or a queen. But you must be invited, and then you must accept the invitation.

Well one day, and one day soon our King is going to have a coronation. He’s already King! But the coronation is coming! The party is on the way! And you must respond to the invitation! Now, everyone’s been invited! This is the birthday party of the King! And everyone’s been invited. That means you! But you must accept the invitation. You must be respons… You say, “Well, how much is this going to cost me?” Nothing! It’s paid for in full by the blood [tap] of Jesus Christ. He has provided the way, the means, the everything that you need. All you need to do is to accept the invitation of the King to come to Him, to receive Him. 

And therefore, because I have gladly accepted the King’s invitation, I desire to advance His kingdom until He comes to give my life surrendered to Him, and one day… one glorious day… that glorious impossible day… to stand [strike] before Him and then to bow before Him, and to worship Him forever as King of kings and Lord of lords [strike]! He is the glorious impossible! Savior! Immanuel! Our King!

Would you bow your heads with me in prayer? Every head bowed and every eye closed.

Have you received the King? Is Jesus reigning and ruling in your heart? Is God with you in the Person of Christ? If not… if you don’t know for certain that you have been saved, what a joy today to encourage you right now… to invite you right now on behalf of our King… I’m just a herald of the King… to invite you to receive and respond to the invitation to come to Him. 

Come to the King. Give your life to Jesus. [music begins] He will forgive you and all of your sins. Carry them away. Separate your sins from you as far as the east is from the west. Infinity… eternity. You can be forgiven! Fully cleansed and changed and covered by God’s grace. Immanuel will live in you! His Spirit will indwell you. The very presence of God will be in you and your King will rule in your life, reign and take the command and control. All the things you’re going through and dealing with… 

Isn’t it about time you stopped running your own little petty kingdom and give the reign of your life over to King Jesus? Pray like this:

Lord Jesus, come into my life. Come into my heart. Forgive me of my sin, live in me and give me a promised hope and future with You forever. Help me to know that I’m saved, that one day I will be with You in Your kingdom forever. And until that day may I live for You in the power of Your Spirit.

If you will pray and receive Christ as your Savior today, invite Him to be your king and respond to the invitation, I assure you that He’ll do exactly as He promised to do. He said, “He who comes to Me, I will never cast out.” You don’t have to be worthy; you’re not worthy, I’m not worthy. I’m not going to heaven… I’m not saved because I’m a preacher or because I’ve lived a good life. No one can live a good enough life to go to heaven on their own. It’s the glorious impossible of Jesus that makes it possible for us to be saved. So thank Him for eternal life and promise that you will openly confess Him today, and follow Him for the rest of your life. 

Lord, how we praise You for Your goodness and grace in each of us, for these brand new believers today who are responding in their hearts and we pray that You would give them the grace to stand for You even now. We thank You for Your gloriously impossible work in our lives, and yet we know it’s real. Thank You for a supernatural salvation, for a glorious promise that comes from You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Would you stand with me, please? Everyone standing together. Please don’t leave. This is the invitation of the King. Not my invitation. Again, I’m just the messenger boy. I’m just the herald of the King. But in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I invite you to the King. Come to Him today.

Our ministers are going to stand here and welcome those of you who come forward, and also upstairs in the balcony for those of you seated there. No need for you to come all the way here. Our ministers will be on the landing area. Just move to the nearest minister. Tell him of your desire, you’re praying that prayer today, you’re receiving Christ the King. Others on the lower level, just make your way right here. 

You have questions, come with your questions. We’ll take an open Bible and respond to you personally. You say, “Why do I need to come forward?” Because Jesus, the King commanded it. He said [Matthew 16:24], “If you’re going to follow Me, take up your cross daily and follow Me.” He said [Luke 12:8], “If you confess Me before men, I’ll confess you before the Father in heaven.” That’s the command of the King. 

Maybe you’ve not been baptized as a believer in Christ. Did you know your King has commanded you to be baptized as a believer in Christ? That’s your confession of faith in Christ. Come and make that decision.

Others, God is leading you to Prestonwood. You’re a believer and under the Lordship of Christ because Jesus is the King of your heart, He is leading you to join this church today and you want to be a part of Prestonwood. You come, lead the way; set the example for others who will follow you to Christ for the first time. Just come and say, “Lord Jesus, I’m Yours! King Jesus, here I come, following You.” Make your way right now.


